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ANNUAL  B E P 0 R T. 

of  tAio 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
YSAU  ENDING  clef  DECEMBER 1 1942. 


Holma  House, 

Hebden  Bridge. 


■To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of:  -f/  , , . , 

the  Hap  con  Rural  Lis  trial  Council,  \ 


Sis  t'Jtxl  Gen  t 1 o m c n } 

X Lave  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
oil ^ Hopton.  Rural  listri-jo  for  the  year  1942 c In  accor dance  with  the 
provision  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2773,  dated  10th  March 
1943:.  the  report  has  been  curtailed  and  j.s  an  Interim  report. 


EXTRACTS  SfiOM  VITAL  STATIST  ICS, 


Live  Births 
So ill  Births 


Total  M.  F« 

(Legitimate  ^ ^6  2<T  l^T 

(Illegitimate  3 


(Legitimate  2 
(Illegitimate  0 


2 1 

0 2 
0 0 


(Birth-rate  per  1000 
(estimated  Resident 
(Civilian  Population 
(10.08. 

(Rate  per  1000 (live  & 
(still )Total  births  48 


, .L  ) 


? ? vM  C 0 • • • 


56  31  25 


[Death-rate  per  1000 
(estimated  Resident 
( Civilian  Population 
(14,47. 

Live--  Birth  Rate  i England  & Wales ) 15; 8 per  1000 -Civilian  Population. 


3 1 ir^-  r r r or.  R&  oo 
D e ?.  ’0  ii  Rat  o 


0;54  " 

11.  6 " 


IT 

It 


DEATHS  PROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 


No,  29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Total  (live  & 
still 1 Births 


0 


Deaths  of  Infanta  'under.  1 year  of  age: - 


Ldgit imate 
Illegitimate 


Total  0.' 
Total  C. 


Males  0. 
Males  0. 


Rate  per  1000 
Deaths. 

^ 


Female s 0 
Female s 0 


Luabh  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000  live  births:- 


Legitimate  Illegitimate  All  itfjfjante. 

0 • 0 « 0 • 

Death  Rato  of  Infants  tinder  1 year  per  loop  live  births: ~ 


England  and  Wales  49, 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages ) . ,0 
" Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  ago, .................. ,0 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . . * ..... • . » « . .8 

Heart  Disease  (all  agos  ) ..13 

Influenza  «... ..1 

Diphtheria  ,,,. •.*•••••0 

Suicide .1 

•T  Road  Traffic  Aooidonts  .....  f .......  ,1 


P'TBLXC  HEALTH  01^1055^  OP_LO CAL  AUTHOR  ITT . 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a 'part  -time  officer,  who 
also  acts  as  Public  Vaccinator  and  District  M.O.  "under  tho  Poor  Law 
Act, 

Tho  Sanitary  Officer  is  a full-time  offioor;  and  other 
Public  Health  Officers  such  as  Votorinary  Surgeons,  Public  Analysts, 
etc,,  como  under  tho  control  of  tho  West  Riding  Qounty  Oounoil* 

PROFIDS SIGNAL,  NUKING  JN  THE  HOME . 

This  is  principally  carried  out  by  tho ’two  District  Nurses 
attached  to  the  Habden  Bridge  Nursing  Institution.  Those 'two 
Nursss  are  qualified  both  in  General  and'Matorni iy  Nursing.  They 
attend  confinements  at  a small  fined  foe.  Arr  an  go rnents  are  now  in 

force  vhorocy  a Nuvso  can  be  provided  by  tho  West  Riding  Oounty 
Council  for  the  nursing  of  infectious  di  so  as  os  in  tho  home,  in  tho 
event  cf  there  being  no  hospital  accomodation  for  such  cases. 

Tho  Institution  rocoivos  a sr.bsidy  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  towards  the  cgfc  of  running  tho  Maternity  service.  It  has  no 
connection  with  tho  Local  Authority.  Uidwivos:  The  two  District 
Nurses  referred  to  £.ro  tho  only  practising  midwives  in  the  area. 

The  local  Authority  makjs  no  subsidy  towards  practising 

midwives . 

There  was  no  change  in  this  service  during  the  yoar. 

^BORATCOr/  PA01l-H4.DIS. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  arc  carried 
cut  aS  tho  Public  Health  Laboratory  $t  Wakefield.  Autogenous 
vaoooes  and  sera  aro  supplied  froo  of  charge  to  local  modical  mon 

r ( ■>  q ui  r .1  n g s am  c • 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  your  Council  froo  of 

charge  to  cry  medical  practitioner  requiring  it. 

The  investigation  of  maternal  doaths,  and  casos  of 
tjt. 0.^0 oral  fever  or  puerperal  pyrexia,  is  undertaken  by  tho  Oounty 
h.ediCctl  Ci fiocr  of  Hoditn. 


am: 


BUYING  E 


HA;;  III  TIE 


Infectious  casos  aro  removed  by  an  Ambulanco  from  the 
Fever  Hospital.  Non- •infectious  and  Accident;"- casos  aro  removed  by  an 
aj.ibuJ.anoe  jjLdily  owned.  I»y  fcho  Hopton  Rural  Oouncil  and  H-bdcn  Royd 
Urban  Council.  Bo  hi  thcao  ambulancos  aro  of  tho  modorn  itjotor  typo, 
and  with  regard  to  the  Accident  !Ambulantfo  , patients  aro  called  upon 
to  pay  a nominal  amount  on  each  occasion  whon  tho  Samo  i3  usod,  Tho 
Ambulance  services  in  this  area  arc  quitQ  adoquato.  Subscribers 
t.e  tho  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary  have  froo  uso  of  the  Council^ 
Ambulance, 


CLUU^AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Shere  Ys  a tiatomity  and  Child  Welfare  Centro  oatablishod 
in  Hob  Aon  Bridgo.  A Clinic  for  mothers  and  babies  is  hold  onco 
weekly,  under  tho  supervision  of  a lady  doctor  and  two  nurses.  Tho 
atvcdddruScs  at  this  Clinic  is 'hold  in  Hebdon  Bridge  on  Thursdays 
fit  R.p.m,  for  ovaouoOs  mainly. 

An  Anto-nafcal  Clinic  is  held  bi-monthly  and  is  boing 
wcj.1  attended.  It  is  undor  tho  supervision  of  a lady  doctor,  and  is 
held  on  the  second  and  last  Friday  of  each  month  ac  1.30  p.m. 

School  Clinias  are  held  twice  wockly,  Monday  and  Friday 
£ a.m;  to  II  a.m.j  at  this  Centro,  and  are  attended  by  the  Health 
Nurs'd. 

Arrangements  havo  boon  mado  by  tho  Oounty  Council 
who iv by  pre-school  ohdiaohool  childron  can  bo  immunised  free  of  charger 

either  at  Suitablo  contros  or  at  tho  schools  or  by  their  own  modical 

attendant, 

”wollcomc,f  Diphthoria  Prophylactic  A.P-T.  is  usod  for 
inoculation,  and  two  injections  aro  givon  at  monthly  intervals.  Tho 
rosults  30  far  as  I can  ascertain  have  boon  oxoollent. 


- 3 - 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  weekly  at  both 
Todmorden  and  Sorerby  Bridge.  The  distance  to  either  of  these 
Dispensaries  is  about  four  miles  from  most  parts  of  this  ares.. 

The  nearest  treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases  is  at 
the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary,  some  eight  miles  away. 


The  Clinics  referred  to  are  under  the  control 
Riding  County  Council. 


of  the  We  s t 


■There .was  no  change  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIONS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES  . 

The  health  of  the  district  was  on  the  whole  good  through- 
out the  year,  and  there  were  no  serious  epe demies.  Sixteen  of  the 
nineteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  occurred  in  the  first 
seven  month 3 of  the  year;  five  of  the  cases  came  from  the  Infants 
Department  of  one  school,  thus  department  was  closed  for  14  days 
and  the  school  was  otoved  and  disinfected.  No  case  of  Diphtheria 
was  notified  during  the  year.  Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  - eleven  of  the  twelve  cases  notified  occurring 
during  the  period.  Scabies  were  still  prevalent  throughout,  the 
district.  Treatment  of  these  cases  is  provided  free  of  charge 


at  local  hospitals,  .and  27  cases  were  treated  there 


-n  •>  - 


'in.- 


one 


22  cases  as  outpatients  and  5 cases  were  admitted 


or 


ore  women t; 


During  the  year  the  Council  in  coni unction  wi th  the 


j 

Ministry  of  Health  and  the  West 
Campaign  against  Diphtheria  have 

Iwmni cation  thres  h tie  local  press  and  the  cinema.  The 
c.loo  sent  a letter  to  each  p ament  in  their  district  e tre : 
importance  of  having  their  children  inoccula ted,  and  the 
Visitor  called  on  any  parents  ":ho  refused  treatment  foi 
child:,  en.  Special  Diphtheria  immunisation  clinics  were  held  at 
all  the  schools  in  the  district,  and  special  clinics  wore  also  held 


ng  Public  Health  Departments 
urged  the  importance  of 

; Council 
sing  the 
We If are 
t se  i r 


a.  t 'die 
results 
fiv 


, ’/el. fare  Centre-  The  whole  campaign  had  very  successful 
. At  the  end  of  the  year  lc42,  90  children  in  the  under 


group,  and  65  children  in  the  5 and  over  group  had  completed 


a full  course  o?‘ immunisation.  The  percentage  of  the  child 
population  of  the  district  who  '"e re  fully  immunise  on  31st 
December,  1942,  was  56;2  of  the  under  5 group,  and  79.21;*  of 


5 and  over  group.  The  Campaign  goes  on  and  will 
goal  of  100%  is  reached. 

•FOTI.SI  ABLE  DJAEA3ES  DTTR INC  T~7£  YEAR  1942 


:o  on  until  the 


Disease  - 

Smallpox  

3 carle  t Fever  

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever ( incldg .Paratyphoid) 
Pueryoral  Pyrexia  .............. 


Erysipelas  

Whooping  Cough  ......... 

Measles  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . > 


o o » * • 


Total  Cases 
NotlYiedl 

0 
19 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 

12 

0 


\J  ell i o o 

aHmit  ted 
to”  TTospI it  al 

0 
19 
0 
0 


0 

0 

1 

0 


Total 

Death: 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Dis: 


sos 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Fneumonia 
Sr vs?  we las 


Age  Periods 

r tnTr^WLTT'-':  T:r~y<j  - jgpr  •;  -gw~ 


Ti — 5~ 


5 W or  over 


(3  12 


i o 


Puerperal  Pyrexi  a j 
Smallpox 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 


1) 

11.2 


o 


4 


PREVENTION  0?  BLINDNESS 


Act,  1936. 


No  action  was  taken  imcter  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health 
Tubcrculo pic 

H o v c a o c o and  M or tali tv  dur i ng  1942 ! - 


Periods 

0 * 

1 

5 

10 

15 
20 
25 
35 
45  • 

55 

a:  upwards 
Totals 


Deaths 


Pulmonary  r °n“ 

Pulmonary  . 


1/ 


1 o jf  • 


~iir“Tr 


Puleconary 

— h~"  t; 


Non- 
hub 

M. 


Pulmonary . 

_ u 


P. 


0 0 : 1-0 


0 ! 0 


-.L_ 


There  were  2 deader,  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year,  one 
o f the  s o c a e c s had  not  be  on  pr  s vi  ous  ly  no  ti  f i e d . 

Pile' LIC  HEALTH  ( PREVENTION  OP  TUBE  CUL0NI2)  REGULATIONS,  lr25. 


No  action  was  deemed  necessary  to  be  taken  under  these 


re.-  uj.au:'. on:  <> 

PUBLIC^ HEALTH  APT,  1^36,  SECTION  172. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary  to  be  taken  under  this 
section  during  1942. 

E -/AQUATION 

1942  was  a quieter  year  as  far  as  the  reception  o'’  evacuees 
was  concerned,  only  ore  organised  party  coning  fr-on  Brighton  on  19th 
M 3V,  -/ben  10  una c coir: ana ed  children  arrived. 

21  adu.lt s and  17  children  from  London,  Brighton,  Manchester, 
and.  other  evacuation  areas  were  received  into  the  district  under  the 
private  arrangements  scheme.  . 

Accommodation  for  nine  workmen  coming  into  the  district  was 
a 1 s o p r o v i d'e  d . 

With  the  assistance  of  th.e  local  W.V.  a . a very  happy 


Christmas 

Party  was 

organi  sed  q.t  the  Hep  tons  tall 

Bri ti sh  Re  s taurant 

'when  come 

200  guests 

had  a;  very  happy  time  • 

The  billcti 

n-  tribunal  met  on  ono  occaci. 

on  when  two 

dec is rone 

v/ore  made  . 

• . 

There  were' 

20/  evacuees  in  the  district 

at  the  beginning 

of  the  yes 

.r  compared 

with  157  in  December,  1942. 

I have  been  most  impressed  by  the  improvement  in  the 
general  health  and  physiaue  of  the  evacuees,  a real  tribute  to  the 
care  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  people  of  the  district. 

Burnside  6 jck  Bay ■ 

Burnside  Sick.. Bay  wits  during  the  year  brought  into  the 
Regional  hostels  Scheme  and  has  averaged  almost  20  patients. 


5 


Slater  Ing  Hostel. 

Slater  Ing  Hostel  was  opened  in  May  as  a special 
hostel  for  treating  boys  under  11  suffering  from  enuresis. 

A number  of  evacuees  also  received  treatment  at 
Milner  Royd  Skin  Disease  Hostel  and  use  was  made  of  the  Short-Stay 
Hostel  at  Oats  Royd. 

I have  the  honour , Gentlemen,  to  remain, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  JOSEPH  DOWDALL, M -B . , B .Ch.B . A .0 . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REP  0_  R T OF  T_  JH  E SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 

YEAR  ENDING  313 t DECEMBER,  1942. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hep ton 
Ru r a 1 Die  tr i c t Council. 


Sir  end  Members, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
Inr nee tor  to  the  Hep ton  Rural  District  Council,  in 
find  a brief  review  of  the  work  of  this  Department 
conditions  in  the  area  for  the  year  1941. 


as  Sanitary 
which  you  will 
and  the  sanitary 


Under  the  terms  of  the  Ministry 
Circular  2604,  dated  the  24th  March,  1S42,  much  of 
information  has  been  omitted,  and  only  now  matters 
arisen  during,  the  period  have  been  included. 


of  Health 
the  detailed 
which  have 


I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
the  Chairman  and  members  for  the  help  and  assistance  given  in  the 
carrying  out  of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HAROLD  WILKINSON, 

M . F . S an . 1 . , M . S . I . A . 


Water  Supplies. 

( a ) C o un c i 1 * s Water  Supply . 

The  water  supplies  administered  by  the  Council 
have  during  the  year  given  every  satisfaction.  A number  of  new 
consumers  have  been  connected  to  the  supply  and  it  is  interesting 
to  know  that  consumption  is  almost  double  during  the  past  few  years. 

( b ) Private  Water  Supplies. 

Many  of  the  private  water  supplies  in  the  district 
are  still  far  from  satisfactory  and  during  the  year  a general 
warning  was  given  that  all  supplies  of  drinking  water  not  from  the 
Council’s  main  should  be  boiled  before  use. 


W a ter  Samples. 


Sat i s factory  Un s a t i sfactory . 


Bacteriological  Examination  4 2 

Public  Cleansing. 

Tile' work  of  the  Public  Cleansing,  Refuse  Disposal 
and  Salvage  Collection  was  carried  out  during  the  year  at  a cost  oj. 


£893.  8.  7d.  Although  this  district  is  not  required  to  collect 
salvage  under  the  Compulsory  Order  the  following  goods  were 
salvaged  and  sold  during  1942s- 


Tons 

Cwts 

. Qps  . 

lbs . 

£ . s . d . 

37 

0 

2 

1 

Paper 

267.15.  4 

4 

8 

2 

21 

Rags  & Canvas 

38.18.  7 

18 

10 

0 

0 

Tin 

13.17.  8 

9 

16 

0 

0 

Scrap  Iron 

25.10.  6 

- 

1 

0 

6 

Aluminium 

3.  5.  2 

2 

1 

8 

Brass  L Cope or 

3. IS.  4 

2 

0 

24 

Lead 

1.16.  7 

1 

12 

Zinc 

18.  4 

5 

1 

21 

Brass 

.19.  & 

1 

15 

0 

0 

Rubber 

5.  5.  0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Bottles 

2.10.  4 

13 

0 

0 

0 

Waste  Food  (British  Restr.) 

13.  0.  0 

87 

1 

2 

23 

Total  Weight 

£376.19.11 

In  t 

he  Ha 

tional 

Waste 

Paper  Contest  held  in  January 

wo  gained 

in  the  list  ox  Rural  Districts  in  Yorkshire,  and  8th  place  counting 
all  the  districts  in  Yorkshire.  In  the  National  Waste  Paper  Contest 
held  during  May,  June  and  July  the  Rural  District  gained  17th  place 
out  of  over  400  Rural  Districts  competing  in  England  and  Wales. 

Taking  into  account  the  very  intensive  drive  held  last  -year  these 
result s give  cau.se  for  great  satisfaction.  During  the  year  a new 
system  of  collection  has  been  instituted  whereby  salvage  is  collected 
one  -'••eek  and  ashes  on  the  alternative  week.  This  has  resulted  in 
more  salvage,  cleaner  salvage,  an  extension  of  the  soavonging  area, 
and  reduced  labour  in  sorting  at  the  various  tips. 

The  foresight  of  the  Council  in  changing  over  from  horse- 
drawn  vehicles  to  a motor  collection  vehicle  is  well  illustrated  in 
the  fact  that  in  spite  of  the  increased  costs  due  to  war  conditions 
and  the  higher  wages,  it  has  been  possible  to  extend  the  area  and 
reduce  the  total  costs  appreciably. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

The  Sewage  works  at  Kingdom  Fields,  Hep tons  tall,  continue  to  give 
good  service  although  inthe  immediate  future  some  repairs  will  have 
to  be  carried  out  to  the  sewers  in  the  village  of  Heptonstall . The 
drainage  of  the  district  generally  far  from  satisfactory  and  the 
sooner  we  are  able  to  carry  forward  with  our  proposed  scheme  the 
better • 

HOUSING . 

Owing  to  the  war  no  further  progress  has  been  made  • ith  the 
Council's  slum  clearance  programme.  Housing  conditions  generally  are 
not  satisfactory  and  a vigorous  policy  will  be  necessary  in  the  future. 
There  has  been  a tendency  towards  overcrowding  and  a strict  watch 
has  had  to  be  kept  to  secure  improvements  where  possible. 

HOUSING  ESTATE. 

The  55  houses  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at  West  Laithe, 
Heptonstall,  are  all  occupied  and  houses  are  clean  and  well  kept. 

FOOD. 

Ins  o c c.  t i on  and  Supe rvi  s i on  of  Fo  od . 

* rTTlXITUFTLY."  Ifo  ’ of  imnlk  were  taken  by  the  Council  during 
the  year,  nor'  was  there  any  evidence  of  an  outbreak  of  disease  duo 
to  the  consumption  of  milk. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  in  the  district  111  producers 
of  milk,  53  registered  as  retailers  and  58  as  wholesale  producers. 

The  total  number  of  cowsheds  is  162  and  the  number  of 
inspections  of  these  made  during  the  year  was  432.  A number  of  cow- 
sheds nave  boon  reconstructed  during  the  year  and  a number  of  new 
dairies  provided. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.  The  Government  Slaughterhouse  at  Fairfield, He bden 
BimCd'  'el  which  was  used  jointly  by  the  Hcbdcn  Royd  TJ . D . C • , Todnordon 
Borough  and  the  Rural  District  has  boon  closed  down  and  all  English 
neat  sold  in  the  district  is  now  slaughtered  at  two  Hallxax  aoatoir. 
BRITISH  RESTAURANT.  The  British  Restaurant  and  Cooking  Centre  at 
T3!iur oh*  * & tro  e t , Hcptons tall,  is  now  supplying  some  16  local 
factories  in  addition  to  the  meals  served  in  the ' Restaurant • Tic 
total  number  of  meals  served  during  1942  was  96,' 040 . 


